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A Certain Ratio are a band.A Certain Ratio are;Simon Topping(voice)Martin Mosorop 
& Peter Terrell(guitars) Jeremy Kerr(bass)And new addition Donald Johnson(drums) 
A-G.R-have a record out;-All night Party ;the Thin boys-on Factory Records, 


A.C.R-have changed their sound. BeforesRemote,distorted music(in a sense) 
M.M. When we started,we had about one rehearsal then did about ten gigs.We just knew 
what we wanted,sort of pure noise. . 

Since then they have steadily worked at their sound.Hecently,before they 
added a drummer, they sounded more musical.Pete's guitar was so distorted by fuzz, 
the pitch played was hard to determine and so the guitar acted as a sort of 
original drum machine, playing rhythms. Martin's guitar was much the same. In 


between these,a pure sounding bass line,which is simple and repetative;v.hypnotic. 
Over the top, the odd malignant vocal. 
After, they are much the same,but the addition of drums to 

this mixture changes the character completely; 
J.K. It's much more powerful 
S.T. It sounds much less wierd 

Listen to All Night Party,now imagine that with a fast 
drum.Very unconventional. 

How did you come to join the band? 
D.J. We just fused together | 

They wouldn't say anything else on the subject. 
How did you come together? 


S.T. It started with me and Pete,then we met Jezz.After that,Martin joined.We 
played a lot like that.Now he's joined(D.J.)We've played one gig with him, that 


was in shefield. 
A.C.R.appear to be very conscious of their image. 


D.J. Yeah, I'll wear a track-suit on stage,I'1]1 have a totally different image 
from you lot - 
S.T. We're not conscious of an image. 

What about the hairstyles for instance? 


S.'l'. (laughs)Everyone says something about that.Look at Jezz,his hairstyle's 
different.....It's just that I like 1930's hairstyles.They must like them as well. 
Coincidence7Anyway,to talk about your record.What's 'The Thin Boys! 
about? 
3.T. Nothing significant..... 
PLT. see cesnecwstoccsessesselt'a just a trip, like on drugs.It doesn't have any 
deep meaning or anything. 


anger as negative emotional responses * 


love as cheap wine ard a bed 
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neophytes as novice hypocrites 


Tne thing is that A.C... are so original.No comparisons are valid 
Which is as it should be.A.C.R. can't really pe intiuenced by 
anyone... 


S.T. I hardly listen to any records.I think all the music about 
now is really shit...The Pop Group used to be really good. Tnat 
was before they ever recorded anything. They are really snit now. 
Wire used to de quite good, but now they really are vterrible...... 
I'm into Funk;Parliament and Munkadelic,a bit of Brides of 
Funkenstein etc.I really like Funk. 
Why don't you play /sing funk then? 

S.T, (Shrugs shoulders )..Dunno.... 

A Certain Ratio have recently recorded some material 
for a single..on Factory Records..which should be out within 

xt couple of years.. 

ees ce it one ages.Even then it was delayed further 
by some dumb Irishman... The single was pressed in Ireland, but 
they made a mess of it.They'd pressed a thousand before they 
realised. That's what those stickers on the cover mean. .cpecial 


Limited Edition of 1000 on poor quality vinyl. 


With Tony Wilson as manager, they reckon they've got it made 
ee oMmmm...l don't know about commercial success...... 


S.T. The idea is that the more popular/commercial bands like Orchestral 
Manoeuvres should rake in the monev so that we can carrv on. 


Here comes tne summer,Yeah,and all that that entails;less gigs and more of the 
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Manchester for inners1 venues 


“te Tactory is the best nL 
1 menceester for-setting nig 
Sees cUuneenel,chatcing so mates 
tepetiicen cad 4€l12 the white 
SoCo. sequal ly. core 
instriated,this (disputacle) 
faeg and cihérs make the Russet 
ahuy (sPactory,Loméeners) 4 
{Giszensible) sart of my every- 
day life,like alcchol or nicotine 
or Sublic Image or television 


or the girl round the corner. 
Seorle have said lots of things 
aches the Factory ,some of them 
repeatable in my presence ("too 
concerned with image","beers too 
expensive","a dump" etc) reople 
kave also been known to make 
eruel jibes about the likes of 
Tony “Nils@m and Alan ‘lise, the 
sersons zuiltr of opening tae 
said establishment. ’ell,every- 
one's alloved opinions (as iong 
as they're mine) but,siz,r must 
Gisasree with ycurWkere elise. 
would "new wave" (vre hate punks) 
pands play in this historical 
city? (we've got. the biggest 
indoor sopping centre in euze? 
so there).Some peorle don't like 
igs.I do,and if they ciose the 
eines down I'il erz.(so you' ve 
reard those rumours too?—well | 
as ear as I kmow what's happening 
is a change of managership Parts, 
Guy Repect’s , So don't say we = 
dicn't tell vyou.)Some pecple 
con 't like gigs.I do,and if the 
factory changes managers,then 
I nope the new cuy 4.fakes thes 


beer vrices down;2.2uts a crower 
ae y ee cal with >vroper cigs 


in; 3.Mends the bog and 4.Desn ®t 
put the entrance fee up.Also,lwishk . 
the persons guilty of spreading. 
seare stories about violence at 
the Factory would stop,because 


it's not funny.Stories like that 
are just the right way to attract 
tre "skinhead" and "sunk" types 
sut from the cold.You may be so 


sorry yet (remember Sham?).The 
Factory isn't rerfect,(it IS a 
éump) ,put it's 50% of the 
established = Tun=-nouses we've 
eOv. 


real,and it's 
af 


rope 
imculzgent.. 
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Tt 'S Eeeiza.ites 
than the Factory, and the 
cheaper, what's more,is's 
machine. It's a usetui cutl 
anvone -who's fed tp with 
down at the Factory 
gust so easy 
Sra asm ‘were 
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(mo personal clinicns, lease 
and tang their heads (I eke 
something rattling) against the 
ee Gecorated walis or tne 
tree Trade Fall,in which case we _2: 
ant need any more.Well mayte we. 
don't need any more,but I'd °-- 7 7.. 


- 


ong Ors 


ertainly; appreciate it if someone 
would indtige in.a- spot ot tree«. 7 
enterctrise and open a new cen of om 


iniquity preferably in Chorlton-cum 
rardy. 

aha ,what's this?Semeone has done 

is cingle-Tangle a Cissy OF a ok 
Piccadilly (in Gaetano's restaurant) 
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‘Ts the aim to to gnen a club which 


is greindlier than the Factory and . 
geas like a PRUE fimaL 


inmvreduce mow 
wee Your se oe Yesometer read 


2 s 
hish.Did iL gofire Yesometer reacs © 
Low. 
Ahea,and there's mcre to come;Andy 
Zero, editor of City Pun,Nanches ter! s 
nurber two fanzine (no hard eel ings 
andy) ,is opening the Mayflower Clinb 
in Gorton 2GAT this time it's Zor 
to be kmorn as whe 
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God» save the liancrester 
start a lianchester scene 
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TEARDROP 
Julian Cope,iichael Finkler,Paul Simpson F 4 p L 0 B FE S 


and Gary Dwyer are the four members of 


THE TEARDROP EXPLODES,a ocand from Livervo ol ye Sylten Aese. 

This articie is pointed in the general Ween mLaven “laws an ertenstan <= 
direction of anyone interested in knowing “hat evaerrons Aten fe ees a 
a little more about this excellent and Zo extend thas « Littlis,ichael 
underestimated group. Finkler: 

The Teardrop Explodes first emerged in "Camera Jarera is a sit Like chet 
their present form in June last year,afte 2ach instrument is acding a counle. 
Michael had replaced the guitarist Ian of netes,changing the virf slizhtly 

ieGullech (now vith Echo and the . 7,0, ".iek’s slerine sli-- ti out 
Bumien) and Cary Dryer Lavine — of ber, : : 
replaced the original drummer.?nis an extension of what ttick's tlarin- 
sair,with Julian done (sass/vocals) I'm slaving an extension of treat | 
and Saul Sismson (organ) mace up 

foe: Teareros Exc Loces, (2201, 225538 mecine iy semanas Sore Tike “dol ¢ 

Tney renearsed between Jume anc it's lize a biz circie vealiy,” 
yovember,jlared two gigs,anc tren .F, "There's another one 3 40, "late 
recorced & single in Decemcer.the a chance at fame! where the ‘erhoar 
Single (Sleecing Gas/Camera Camera . nmé guitar have the sane sort of Teel 
/“irkby ‘‘oriers Dream Fedes) came acouwt tnem.Technically it's all wrors 
out at tne ocaginning of this year _ , because the notes ve're nlaying just 
,supported by an appearance on th don't fit together." : 
avrul yhat's On'.The band "came J,0,"A LO Of OUY StUTT is cuite 
out of hiding" in February tris disco .liick's into e lot of Jazz,lize 
year,and started gigsing regularly $$ ‘“loody Herman and that,so a lot of 
ymost recently on Patrik Fitzgeralcs the chords we use are Tazz chords: 
first headlining tour.Their second Culte often we combine a Jazz chord 
single, (Souncing Babies) ,has just “ith a straight chord,it zust gives 
been released,also on Zco recores, the right ®eel.”. 

tre Teardrop Explodes! style Think ebout that,think of ail the 

varies between bleak instrumentals dizferent tives of music it covld * 
(vintage 1978) and funky-but-chic Gescribe,and you have fhe peartron 
numbers that just about reck, =xplodes! style,-variation and ex- 
‘Yhatever the song,broad generalis—*, perimentation with a distinctive 
ations can,and are about to be,ma d@ fsel.v’hat more can vou ask? 
about The Teardronm Bxplodes' sound Until tre recent Liverpudlian cut - 
rut most succinctly: -  burst(TTE,scho and the Bunnymen, 


lWlian cope ta fa 


Crc-estral tiancevres in the vanr 
ure Tink lidlitery Stand -sicne too 
mamebut four) ,lierseysice wes 
consticucusiy lacking in exciting 
rev) bancds,esvecialiy wren ccmp- 
e ree to Vanchestér Tir? 
tT." Qhey'tre all lazy socs in 

Livecrecl, ter give in Teco easily 

~~ iti ghethe peoole in Liverpool 
who come Prom Liverpool treat 

Soke.I want a scene that 


be 9 


stay there." 
Julian comes from Sirmingham) 

Mianckester got big through 2 
couple of big bands and raul 
Morley.“/e(L/pool) have got 
Andy Courtenay ,who's a complete 
and utter idiot,wro doesn't knoy 
what time of day it is.ze dic @m 
article on us,and everything es 
mace up.=e avked us what"rirkpy 
‘Torirars Dream Fades" was about. 
7 said ‘It's not about RZ,it's 
about this worker from Kirkby 
who was having a dream,then woke 
up."7e chose the title i cause it 
sounds dead pretentious and 
grandiase.So he put it was abow 
EVE. : 8 ha 

Vv ROTLt's tongute in cheek 
really" 

J.C. "Everything was done with 
aswry smile,the whole first sim 
gle came across as being too 
serious." 

iF. Dhe NMG said we sounded 
like ‘f'ire,all ‘angst'. and that. 
I think that's a load of rubbis:, 
I don't think we sound like Wize 


| at aii." 


J.¢."A lot of our songs were a 
reaction against what was going 
on at that time,all about 
industrial wastes and that,and 
it came out as being just like 
that..." 

So that's what the songs are 


against,what are they for ,what 
-are they about? 


#.C. "Most of our songs are abo 
incoherence.Mark Smith knows 
what he wants to put down,Foward | 
Devoto kmows exactly what he ~- 
wants to put down,I have no ice 
what I want to put down.Now I'm 
taxing ages to say what I mean, 
when other veople could say it 
in two lines.That's what the ~ 
songs come out as being about, — 
they're about becoming paranoid 
Sleecsing tas is like that." 
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‘orn ivte 2. Seriel, 
Tuet like &..carto 2 ty bes, 
Ch why don't I phone you, 
Ch why don't you see, 

I never do anything, 

You never do things to me 
I wander around, 

I wander arounc, 

Just wander around, 

Just wander around, 

.ré you can watch Rafferty 

turn imie 4,$eria., 

Just ‘Like a paricor Ee Rae" 
see eaters Gye ee 


Sh Be ere 


7.9,"vou could say it's 
apout how things are always 
done for you,you could 
interpret it anyway you 
wanted.Lixé our first 
single-we just recorded 
it,anc it got rut out for. 
us.we has loads of control 
and we just wasted it." . 
oP MATL our ideals wer 
like~put out the record” 


yourselves and all that, 


butwe were just too lazy 
we don't even get to the 
stage of making pians a 
sometimes,mostly we just. 
think of things tren —+ 
forget them. 

I.c. "vefre all incohere 
people,ard I chink that's 
the noint of it.1 5ut Lt 
over best,'cause I've got 
the most incorerert mind 
I keven't any grand pian 
cr anything." 

LF. 'TYou don't have to 
out over a message to be 
in a rock: band,we just 

want to nut the music 
itselr over."’¢ don't want 
to rorce anything on the 
audience," i 

Jae Gate Bace Ts 2 
people iike Tom Robinson 
rho say they're not céing 
dogmavic,when ther are. 
Ther ftust end up crawiln 
up each others’ arses." 

me trer nos hoeizns 


<< /Y wa. et Nef me ee - - 
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Little cynical’? 


gol 20D’ Shier we're 

evn ce, cyuLcis= 28 Cestruc7- 
ive,anc 1 think we're geiriy 
GCOS CTPUStLYS if & ver Vente= 
ative way." 

Se went conto say now he 
thought they were being 


CONS TOUGTLe, 

"On a musical level we're fer 
»2ar superior to anyone eise 
For me,ther aren't any good 
2ritish bands anymore." 

So who do they respect?Have 
they any heroes? 

"Trere are lots of people I 
admnire,but Ive got no ‘heroes 
I want to getaway from the 
‘heroes Thine fost cr’ ones 
~eozle I admire are basicaily 
arsenoles.i leove Lou Reed, out 
basically Lou Feed and Bowie, 
Zazvpa end Beefheart are idiots 
they just make so many stupi 
mistakes.3ut the point is you 
should admire people not . 
because they're faultless, bu 
because they've got so many 
=:.i-:;7 faults.What surprises 
me is they've got so many 
things going for them as well 

If my =usic came out how I 
Wanted it to,people would sav 
"Ch they're a good band,I'iL 
form a band that's completely 
dizferent'"yknow,like Rotten 
wanted to do in the first 
place.Ultimately people want 
tO copy us; 

MENT? seople say they're 2. 
influenced by someone, they 
mean they're influenced by the 
music,and they try to copy it 
What we derive from our ~~ 
"Feroes" is that they did -: 
something completely dirfrerent 
anc téeir attitude." 

het are your ambitions; 
musically? 

coe Want vo be very cood 
then become Tfamous.'¥e don't 
want to Go it the other wa 
reund.ve're very good at the 
momeny,but not vers zood 


enou2,* 


«senha im ovner sulheres’ 
VA. L WARt tO GO 1S change 
=ec lss' attituces,Zt's ver 
SSS LeULt Tee tc sound 
Pr enGLOSe Wleteve> you do, su 
i JUST Want Seosle vo think 


‘Disco,and if it's not Disco,he 
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Pe coins. 
Titte,it you see semeone on svar 
wou seoulsn's love hie sinoliecsiy 
but iove him secause he's gay 30 
Ser SvuclG. Zevete ive set 22554 
Sf Sctsac Sau. ts,2u7 2 rent oe 
nes Thee More. covious, 2 76 “cov 
really spastic movement cn stag 


pus J Want Deorle 10 toink "oy, 
it do€sn't matter if he's got 
really spastic movement on stage, 
1% Still Jdooks sood, "" ; 

mye don't have a maniresto,we . 
have a list of things we don’t 
believe in.we don't believe in - 
recism or facism,ané we don't like 
wrat the NF are doing,but we don't 
think anvone should have the risht 
to hit ernvone else pecause. they 
believe in that." 

vEty totally oppose racism,i 
think it is totally @bscene and 
Gisgusting,and AR is a great idea 
put "does it do anything" is the 
main issue for me.Iif it's going 
to just be brainwashing peovle, 
saying "I like rock music,there. 


Tore I op ose racism",then that's 

wrong.Is RAR really going to make 

peopie think "is racism good,is . 
racism bad-"if it does,good, but ° 


I‘m not.-sure it. does." : 
Although it doesn't seém to bother 
them much,The Teardrop Ex>lodes 
have net recieved the press they 
have deservec.So,what do they - : 
cs. think of the press which has 
ignored them so completely? 

"T think the musicpress is shit 
put I read it every week, 

At the top of every page it should 
say"WARNING-this is a personal 
opinion" .You tend to forget it —. 
when you're reading it,and I 
think the bloke who's writing it 
tends to forget too.Like Danny 
Baker does singles reviews for % 
NME,and he just shouldn't be ° 
allowed to,'cause ke's just into 


Sliace is <ret's just not ¢riticise 
for a rock paper.,It should =e 
someore wi<* catrolic taste wro's 
Colne 27s Pevle "Ss, fet Soneons ~~ 
RTO Gis¢s 


The music press ras (in the form 
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* tthe future of mankind 
depends on you 
: they are trying to 


destroy you 


DATA 


destroy the eneny 
and save mankind 


be strong,work hard 
and you will survive 


live for your future, 
you have worked for it, 
you deserve it 
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JOY DIVISION are agroup of 4 musicians; 

vels; TAN CURTIS gtr;BERNARD ALBRECHT bs;PETER HOOD drms STEVEN 

MORRIS After starting in 1976 as WARSAW, they have clung 

on grimly & held onto their faith in their own music.slowly but 

surely their inherent musical imagination has come into full 

flower, followed(after suitable delay),by press recognition. They 
have recently released,with the assistance of Factory Records, 

an LP,Unknown Pleasuresi,which has been received. generously, to 

Bay the least. 

The music they play mimics,and hence describes,the wastelands 
we inhabit,(physically and mentally’),and by doing so comment on 
them implicitly.They do not make the kind of explicit statements 
on tite im a dying industrial metropolis that,for example, Mark 
Smith does. lan Curtis utters his lyrics in a haunting »monotonic 
delivery,telling stories of adventures in the limbo between 
reality and imagination,sanity and insanity.The drug influenced 
culture of the late 70's ? Perhaps. 

Live they are one of the most intense and powerful bands I have | 
seen, DEMANDING your attention every second they are on stage.They | 
are neither easy,nor immediately pleasing to listen to, but Te 
Sistible nevertheless.On record, their sound is open and unclutter 
ed,leaving spaces to be filled by atmosphere and imagination. 

Their music has changed dramatically from the punk stereotype 
_ of early Warsaw.To describe the sound of any group is virtually 
impossible without making them sound like the last group you 
described,but Joy Division ARE different.It could be merely 

Ian Curtis' flat monologues,but the crucial difference is to be 

found in the way the band,(and producer Martin! zero'Hannet) 

Clearly define, then exaggerate, their personal idiosyncracies. 

- For example, Bernard Albrecht ténds to play simpie( sounding) 
combinations of notes,moving around the fretboard briskly, almost 
nervously,blurring the edges of the notes but keeping the basic 

sound pure and harsh .His instrument explores a whole area 

of possibilities.There are no overdubs,no attempts to fill in 

the spaces.Peter Hood leaves similar gaps,his bass playing 

fast and agile,but not too fluid.Steven Morris keeps his 

drumming simple,occasionally bursting into spasms of powerful 

playing,sometimes needed to hold the sound together. Theyddid 
plan the way the music has turned out.So what wrre they after? 
B.A."We wanted an empty sound. 

But why empty? . 

"We like it that way.We think if you have a really full 
sound,it can become boring. 

For example? 

P.H."Genesis 

With such an original and inventive sound,I had thought it 

would be interesting to know who they considered to be 

outstanding bands,who possibly influenced them 

Rob(Manager)"I don't think just 'cause you like someone,it means 

they're an influence. Ian,for example,has the most varied record 

collection anyone could have. 

In fact, the response to this inquiry was feirly unhelpful.Peter, 

was especially hostile,claiming that we would compare them to 
whoever they admitted to being influenced by.Perhaps they were 
right to be cynical about the press, because this very week the 

New Manchester Review compared Curtis to Jim Morrison and Iggy 
Pop.No comment.The only name they dared to mention( and their 
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restraint was very noticably deliberate and pre-planned) w2s that of the 


Sex Pistols. | ; a ; 
B.a.Well to the extent of motivation at least.Personally I think most 


music is shit.Mostly I like songs that stand cut in a sea of shit. 


That seems to wrap that up.However,don't go awav;Next we ask why 


Bernard & Peter swap instruments during the set. 


Sea."It just happens that I wrote the bass line for that song and hin(P.H.) 
the guitar." 

S.M."If you lock yourself in a room, and don't listen to anything at all 
and just learn to play the guitar, you play in a very individual manner’ 
B.A."when we do things sometimes we don't know how there going to turn out 


Another experiment is the occasional use of a synthesizer 
(Simon Topping played it on a number at their recent Factory gig) 
B.A.If we write a number which we think needs a synthesizer,we put it in 
but we don't know until we write the numbers.We wouldn't get a synth. 
player anyway.If we did it'd be someone who'd never played. 
Rob."Why should we get someone new in any way.Why shouldn't Ian for 
example play it?If you get a synthesizer player in ,then all your numbers 
have to have a synth. player in,and then your a synthesizer band.Wire, 
for example have their producer playing synthesizer sometimes 
B.AsPlus the fact that we want an empty sound. 
This seemed to be a slight over-reaction to a tentative inquiry 
Anyway,onto experiments of a different kind:-The factory sampler; 
Was it a good idea to put four bands on one record? 


~ Rob.Yeah,I think it was a very good idea.It gives small bands a chance 


to be heard. Pos 
B.A.Still,with the price of records these days, you've got a point,you know 
What of the enclosed sticker? 
SoM.It's a picture of a ventriloquist's dummy.Read into that what you like 
An enigmatic answer if ever there was one. 
Have the band got a contract with Factory Records? 
S.M.We don't have a contract,I don't think they run it like that. 
Rob.You don't sign contracts with them,they just put out the records for us 
us3;we both benefit. / 
Did you release your records on an independent label because 
of any ideals,or just through lack of alternatives? 
B.A.We like Tony Wilson 
I.C.Actually they begged us to put out a record 
Rob.Yeah that's the truth.When he did "So It Goes",the major labels 
were snapping up bands he was showingsHe was acting like an A&R man on 
the telly.So he thought-Why don't I start putting out records myself? 
Would it bother you if no-one bought any of your records? 
I.C.If people dont buy it we'll still like it.Put it this way;we do it for 
ourselves, but we hope other people will still like it. 


Rob.If you do things just to please other people, you'd never do any thing 
different to what had gone betoreslike the Sex Pistols-=- 


(A good question to have put would have been-"Surely you can 
please people by putting out different types of product?"However this 
wasn't thought of until a long time efter the interview)-When they were 
pulled off the market by E.M.I.,they were selling but people said it was 
shit. 

Nowadays there's a lot of kids into the 'Punk! thing-like UK Subs, 
Ruts,Lurkers etc.‘the market for all that was set up by fhe Pistols and 
The other New Wave bands. 

B.AYou can't just do what people like,unless youre going to be a pure out 


~» and out commercial band 


journalism as the profits of dissaster 


sensational 


find the illusion. ee 


What reaction do you play for at gigs? 

B.A.I think the sest reaction you can get is a really hostile one. 

Amyone can clap.We don't judge wether Joy Division are successful by 
wether the records sell,or not,or by the number of people wno come. 
to see us.We judge whether Joy Division ARe successful ty whether the 
songs we write are the songs we aant to write. 
2ob. That's all that matters really 
What are you trying to say with your lyrics? 

I.C.We haven't got a message really;the lyrics are ppen to interprete 
ation.They're multiedimensional.You can read into them whatever you 
Like. Obviously they're important to the band. 

Does it matter if people can't hear the Lyrics? 
S.M.If people want to hear the lyrics, they will. 
RobThat's not to say they'll hear the lyrics Ian's trying to sing 
Does it matter if you can't get played on the radio? es 
3.A.If you changed your style to get played on the radic,That would be geagadligy! 
ab 


ad thing 


What about the music press, how could it be imroved? 
I.0.Zanzines-you are the future of the world.-There was a programme 


on the telly recently about Italy;over there they have lots of very 
small radio stations, like the real pirate stations.It would be great 
if we had them over here-like one fella broadcasting to the whole ond 
Hulme for two hours avery night. 
P.H.yeah but the thing is the government won't let you.They've got to 
have complete control of everything,in case anything happens. They've got 
to <now about everything you do 
Roo. They're frightened;They've g 
television-porn programmes each week. 
the press in this country is like-take a 
hink of this band' 


ot C.B.radio in America,and that cable 
Why not here? 


B.A¢About the press)iHost of 

man out of the street and say ‘Write down what you t 
That is then taken to be what the band is like. 
Rob. They should give a list of the journalist's music,so we can 


judge his taste. 


2 a ee ee a ms as Ere) EDN =| 


Would it bother you if the press said you were shit? 
I.C.If lots and lots of peonle said we were shit it still wouldn't bother me, but itd stil: 


feel better if they said we were good. 
Don't you think that if the press decided to slag you of you might Lose 


support? 

Rob.I think it's true that lots of younger people are influenced by what they read-like 

I heared this week that the Lurkers have been playing to no-one on their latest tour, 
whereas the last one was sold out.That's the tradedy of it.Yet Queen haven't had a good 
thing said about them in the music press for years, but it was the press set them up in th 


first place. | 
B.A.If you bothered about what was said of you;bothered whether people clapped, bothered 


whether your records sold, your music would be so fucking dissipated. 
Which seems very obvious in the context, but I wish more people felt 
the same way 
Rob.If you take someone's opinion on everything, you never get anywhere. 
B.A.That's why we dont want to tell you 


a es 


wnat music we listen to = we don’ want to 


put our stamp on people. 


audience reaction 
_at last gig 
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erest of greater things.There 
oz course drewcacks from 
SiOnuping in the country ,such as 
the probiem of getting-of-ones- 
arse~and-writing~-an~-article~about 
the~.iedlaters, 

The proclems facing yours truly 
vary irom 1.The distractions of 
the tel vised rain at Lords to 
93.7 interview tape is av home 


-in Manckester.Nost importantiy— 
do reeders mind when the interviews 


they read contain no direct. quotes 
No problem,it just takes a little 


thought (a major effort) ,and the 


memories come back-the 7 track demo 


tave,to the "Manchester Collection" 


l>,finally to our conversation.Ah 
yes,I feel a liitle inspiration .. 
COMIN OR sso eee ee | 

While the Manchester Musicians.- 
Collective's sampler LP may be @ 
Little patchy,there can be few~. 
albums released this year which. 
have tentained a track as good oS 
'Nonotony',by the Mediaters.It: 
takes a hell of a lot of skill to 
nold together a song in which sax 
and guitar runs branch out in so 
many different directions at once. 
The song is given an identity by 
the solid-yet~delicate drumming of 
Dilip Rathbone and the Wobble like 
bass lines of songwriter Brian 
Robinson.Mark Wreghitt sings - 
Robinson's lyrics with feeling and 
conviction,meanwhile Andy Burrow's 
guitar and Karl Drinkwater's sax- 
ophone explore every corner of th 
Tritt As Tomine 2A7racs. 2... 

‘pont. like *o.repest myseln, 
My sense Of) Rumour S valee, 
Sick of te same cid $ 

ig. 25, 

Find Le envervaining, | 
WLU, UGe. SanS “rum Seec, 
ee tikes the tone, 
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to paraphrase, about a lack of 


is this a stereotyned style of play 


— 
x don't like to fall in love, 
But.t so nate bein®g alone, 


I so have being aione, 

I so hate being alone, 

i. so have being alone, 

I so hate being alone, 

Give me a taste of something ter, 
the thing I. chew is sour, 

Getting sick of boring moutkrfuls, 


tI just want to please nyself, 
Buy what IL want to own, 
I don't like to fall in Love, 
aur [SO pave Beime alone, 

I so hate being alone, 

etc 

I don't. like to repeat myselz,- 
But I. so nate being alone, 

I so hate being alone, 

I don't like to repeat "myself, 
But I so hate being alone, ~ 

I so hate being alone, 

I so hate being alone, ) = 
I so hate being alone.........' _.& 

MONOTONY fee 

Well, I hear you all saying ,how 
boring and repetetive.However, 
think again,this is a very 
personal song of Robinson's The 
iyric ‘IL sovhate being alone’ is, 


identity.It's about being the only ¢ 
rebel,the only ‘punk’ ,alough it ui 
could apply to a lot of things ane ga 
@ lot of people, It took,a long - 
time for the message to permeate 
my skull,still I suppose the best 
art never was obvious.‘/hat is > . 
obvious. is that the musicianship 
is quite astounding,but neither 


nor is their musicianship their 
only f rte.They have rower ,control, 
and understandinz in their music; 
energy ,enzhusiasn, and a varie=7 

of songwriting talents {jets} oa 
betrays their musical tastes-rrom 
Beefheart to a great aoe of the 
new wave pands and-do I hear a 
Little jaze? 

Among their faults, the “Ost 
importericise 424% tenuinel> 
don't seem to realise now good 
they ere. Mocesty isi =hcat. 


a 
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lack of ctelier in themselves they exude can lead to a lack of direction 
and purpose. for example,wnen they play gigs,they can,when motivayed, put 
on a soperb display of the latent energy their music containd.They do 
however,sadly,tend to indulge in bouts of taking the piss cut of each 
other (Brian and Karl generally veing the last to succumb). Thev have sco 
much talent that watcning them can be like watching a ten-year-old Pele P 
ciccing an old football down your street,out they must reeplise that stardom 
doesn't come to he who waits.(their first chance at such fame could come 
with a single on Cbhject Records,out this is >v no means certain as vet ) 

Of course,they're all still relatively young,and still need to rignt a 

number sf new songs to expand their limited repertoire,but the possivility of 
of losing their freshness at the expense of inceased maturity is one they mus 
must confront themselves. 

Andy Burrows has the good fortune of being the brother of fred Burrows, 
guitarist of the Spherical pbjects (as you see,the link with the Objects is 
by no means a tenuous one ) The setting was perfect for a young lad wanting 
to play the guitar,and Andy made full use of it.Brian Robinson suf fered 
the same good fortune,when round at the Burrows place, picking up a passing 
bass guitar and taking a fancy to it.This pair and drummer Phil started 
practising together,and since then the group hes progressed very quickly. 

The trio got through a number of vocalists before settling on Mark Wregrit 
when they realised he could actualiy sing.Karl had pleyed the flute for 
a number of years,so that when he realised it was not the instrument on 
whicn to express himself,sold it and bought a sax,he must have had few 
difficulties in learning to play it.Karl is a mate of Mark's,and when he 
was invited to join,the quintet was completed. 
When the lads from Failsworth (not Oldham) re-o ded their two demo tanes 

(at Cargo Sdudios in Rochdale,I seem to ~emember),in Feoruary and April this 
* {iyear, the results were so remarkable it it was not surprising that they were chosen for the 
RP ianchester Musician's Collective's sampler LP (Obiect Records ORJ 003) 
If someone like Steve Solamar,Mark Smith or Ian Curtis said to you "our a bition is to 
“get a contract with EMI and make lots and lots of money", you might be tempted to treat 
wit as a joke.However,when Andy Burrows says it,he says it with sich conviction that I 


almost believe it's all he cares about - as long as they didn't mess with the music, 
of course. ; 


Andy, Brian,Mark and Phil want to be stars.Karl wants to be a lung.I wish them all the 
best of luck. 


P.S. This article was written 
before Paul left 


the teardrop explodes from page 9 
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=o. 26 Wlitn our music, 
ian ©2SC Cat, 200 a: sreen car, 
and I snap trem,with my camera,camere, 
Lscring <y freings rouru. 
anc t é€y take photos, 
baey Stay L0Pr vsasktenis, 
screvimes tre _hotcs develop by themselves, 
wars Cl Une Wancew se- 
z'vs got a white house, 
it's Cone in sebblecasn, 
eo 78U Gan Cleam it,cisen ity 
muck Mors esSiliy , 
i 2Pine ty ireinds to the whitehouss, 
ma whey take thotos ot the whitehouse, 


wher cave fun for the weekend, Sere 
they take their photos back home, 2 eee 
and bars or the window go- an 
Well the green car moves around, 
ani the rec one's always stationary, 
I taxe photos of the green car, 
and they always come out blurred ese . 
well it's a fair cop Mr Mercer, > nd 
be. I really do met care .,sir, 
So let's ail ga back to walk she str<ets, 
and we'll dance,and we'll sing, | 
from the bars on the window,going— e 
CAMERA-..CAMERA ..: 


JO"Camera Camara is about elitism.It's very basic iragery realiy,iike 
red/zreen=stop/go,bdut beyond that it's upto vou," 
And so to the-end,leavinz the last word to Julian: 
"ir,aiver reading this interview,you think a lot less of us because 
we're opinionated but haven't goy any eopinions,I can understand that 1: 


have got opiniors,but I don't believe in what I believe in strongly enough 


to be remotely dogmatic about it 


-New technology 


as amie — —-. 


trendy-earlist;Siouxsie & the Banshees;Pull To Bits...polydor 
PilL __sAnd No Birds Do Sing/Fodderstompf...virgin 
Joy division; Disorder...Factory | 


The Mediaters;Monotony...Object 
The Teardrop lodes; Sleeping Gas...Zoo 


Buzzcocks; Something's Gone Wrong Again...U.A. 


matrix-earlist; A Certain Ratio;All night Party/The Thin Boys...Factory 
Blah Blan Blah; In The Army...Absurd 
Flying iizzards; Money B...Virgin 
The Mediaters; Mirror image...(demo tape ) 


PiL ; And NO Birds Do Sing/Fodderstompf....Virg 


Joy Division;Wilderness...Factory 
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